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Outline

• Background
– Sports Fish Contaminant Monitoring Program

• Contaminant levels and trends

• Current sampling plans for 2007-08
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1970 - Fish contaminant monitoring started 

to address Hg problem in St. Clair River 

1975 - SFCMP started to consolidate all 

monitoring

1977 - Guide to Eating Ontario Sport Fish

publication started

MOE - Sport Fish Contaminant 
Monitoring Program (SFCMP)
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MOE - Sport Fish Contaminant 
Monitoring Program (SFCMP)

• Monitors contaminants in fish
– Sport fish & Juvenile fish 
– More than 1700 locations across Ontario
– Canadian waters of the Great Lakes 

• Assesses health risk 
– Partnership with Health Canada
– Develop fish advisories

• Communicates risk to stakeholders
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Partnership

MOE
coordination

Fish collection
lab analysis

Communication

MNR
Fish Collection

Health Canada
Health Protection Guidelines

Regular Consultation 
Data Review
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Guide to Eating Ontario Sport Fish
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Contaminants being monitored
• PCBs
• Dioxin/Furans/Dioxin-like PCBs
• Hg
• DDT, DDD, DDE
• Chlordane
• Hexachlorobenzene
• Hexachlorocyclohexane (BHC)
• Mirex, Photomirex
• Octachlorostyrene
• Metals
• Other contaminants including PBDEs, PCNs and PFOS 

on periodic basis
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Lake Ontario Blocks
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Contributions to advisories
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Levels & Trends
60cm Lake Trout
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Bhavsar et al. in press ES&T
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Mirex & Photomirex
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Levels & Trends
Juvenile Spottail Shiners
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Sampling plans for 2007
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Contaminants in Sport Fish

– Upper Niagara River
– Lower Niagara River
– Western Lake Ontario
– Hamilton Harbour
– Northwestern Lake Ontario
– Ganaraska River
– Upper Bay of Quinte
– Middle Bay of Quinte
Every year, sport fish are collected from most blocks
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Contaminants in Forage Fish

• There are NO PLANS for forage fish 
collections at this time for 2007

• Next regular sampling is scheduled for 2009

• 2008 sampling – open for discussion
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