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Challenge

• multi-agency, collaboration collecting a large 
volume of information representing a variety of 
different formats



Solution

• password protected website
• information archive (project description, media, 
correspondence, data, protocols, etc.) designed as 
searchable lists that serve as pointers to common 
format files (text, spreadsheet, image, etc.)



Objective

• consolidate all project data into a single 
repository for fast and easy access by all project 
members
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Considerations

• security
• reliability
• standardisation
• simplicity
• fast access

• want information now (no complex routines / 
queries)
• ready access (internet is universal) 



Website Design

• what types of data (formats) and associated fields
• sample data sheets / data sets

• who will use the site? how will the site be used
• data standards

• naming, format, structure, etc.
• longevity & maintenance
• cost



Relational Databases

• use key variables to link many tables of otherwise 
dissimilar information (i.e. ship log, zooplankton 
data, fish gut contents)
• queries create a 
subset of the data 
containing only the 
relevant fields
• drawbacks: 
computationally 
complex (slow and 
more memory) and 
compatibility issues



Contents

• project overview
• subproject details (proposals)
• data archive
• historic data
• past reports & key publications
• protocols & data dictionary
• primary correspondence
• contacts for team members



Database Manager

• part time (0.1 PY)
• does all posting of data (security)

• new data and changes submitted electronically
• each data table has an “owner” who authorises 
posting and edits for that area
• maintenance log (documents updates and 
changes) 



Cost

Item Cost

Development of web 
interface

$3-5K

Database manager
(upload data and basic maintenance)

$3-5K (0.1 PY)

Lease server space $1K














